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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 31 line 
7, "26 are connected the second hand gear 28" needs "to" inserted between 
"connected" and "the" to be "26 are connected to the second hand gear 28". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 and 8 are objected to because of the following infomrialities: "of thereof 
in claim 1 should be "thereof. "Second hand gear connected said second hand" in claim 
8 should be "second hand gear connected to said second hand". Appropriate correction 
is required. 

3. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 15, 15, and 16 have been renumbered 15, 16, and 17, 
respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1,2, 5-9, 11, and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Blair (US 246061) in view of Naikaido (US 3810354.) 

6. With respect to claim 1 Blair discloses a rotating bezel comprising: a watch face 
having an hour hand (P2, picture I. provided below) minute hand (P2) connected at 
substantially a center thereof: a rotatable bezel connected to said watch face (PI ); and 
means for rotating said rotatable bezel (P3), wherein said rotating means rotates said 
rotatable bezel about said watch face to increase the visual attractiveness of said watch 
face (functional language fails to distinguish structure over Blair.) 

Blair does not disclose a second hand. 

Naikaido discloses a second hand (P8 picture IV. provided below.) 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
include Naikaido's second hand on Blair's watch. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow the watch to be used 
to measure periods of time less than a minute. 
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7. With respect to claim 2 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 1, wherein said rotatable bezel includes a plurality of 
decorative elements (P4.) 

8. With respect to claim 5 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 1. Blair does not disclose wherein said rotating means 
comprises a second hand gear connected to said second hand of the timepiece, 
wherein said rotating bezel is connected to said second hand gear by connecting 
means. 
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Blair discloses wherein the bezel is connected to the hour gear (column 2 line 96 
through column 3 lines 6.) 

Naikaido discloses wherein said rotating means comprises a second hand gear 
(P8) connected to said second hand of the timepiece. Naikaido discloses wherein said 
second hand is connected to the hour hand (which is connected to the hour hand gear) 
It follows that said rotating bezel is connected to said second hand gear by connecting 
means. 

9. With respect to claim 6 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 5, wherein said connecting means comprises support arms 
(P5, picture I.) connected between said rotating bezel and said second hand gear. 

10. With respect to claim 7 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 5, wherein said connecting means comprises a plurality of 
intermeshed gears (Figure 4.) 

1 1 . With respect to claim 8 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 1. wherein said rotating means comprises a second hand gear 
connected said second hand and to an independent gear (P7, picture III. provided 
below) connected to said rotating bezel (P1, picture I.) by connecting means (P5, 
picture III.) (Independent gear P7 is connected to the hour gear, (figure 4 and column 2 
lines 96-100 and column 3 lines 0-5.) As discussed above second gear would be ideally 
connected to the time function. More specifically to the hour gear. 
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III. ^ 




12. With respect to claim 9 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in clainn 8, wherein said connecting means comprises support arms 
(P5) connected between said rotating bezel and said independent gear. 

13. With respect to claim 1 1 Blair discloses the rotating bezel watch as recited in 
claim 8, wherein second hand gear is connected to an independent gear with a gear 
ratio less than the gear ratio of said second hand gear (column 1 lines 38-42.) 
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14. With respect to claim 14 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited In claim 1, further comprising a transparent cover (P6, picture II. 
provided below) connected to said watch face for protecting said watch face. 

II. . . 




P6, transparent cover 



1 5. With respect to claim 1 5 Blair discloses the rotating bezel watch as recited in 
claim 1, wherein said rotatable bezel (P1) is selectively interchangeable. The bezel (P1) 
could be interchanged for another bezel by the manufacturer. 

The suggestion motivation fordoing so would be to include a bezel (calendar 
wheel) with different holidays for each religion or region printed on the days. 

16. With respect to claim 16 Blair discloses the rotating bezel watch as recited in 
claim 1 . Blair does not disclose wherein said watch face is connected to a watchband 
for wearing on the wrist. However, such wristbands are notoriously well known in the art 
of watch making. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine a watchband with Blair's watch. 
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17. With respect to claim 17 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 1, further comprising a rotating bezel face plate. 

18. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blair 
(US 246061) in view of Naikaido (US 3810354) in further view of Grosskopf (US 
4734895.) 

With respect to claim 3 Blair discloses the rotating bezel watch as recited in claim 
2. Blair does not disclose wherein said decorative elements are jewels. 

Jewels have been used in watches to increase the look and value of the watch 
for a long time. Grosskopf discloses moving gems in a watch. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
attach jewels as in Grosskopf to Blair's watch bezel. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to increase appeal or value 
to the watch. 

19. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blair 
(US 246061 ) in view of Naikaido (US 3810354) in further view of Yang (US 6565253.) 

Blair discloses the rotating bezel watch as recited in claim 2. Blair does not 
disclose wherein said decorative elements are light emitting diodes. 

Yang discloses light emitting diodes on the rotating bezel (110 figure 1 , and 
column 3 lines 17-20.) 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine Yang's light emitting diodes with Blair's Watch. 
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The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to illuminate the rotating 
bezel and/or the surrounding area. 

20. Claims 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yang (US 6565253) in view of Naikaido (US 3810354.) 

21. With respect to claim 1 Yang discloses a rotating bezel watch comprising a 
watch face (PI 4) having an hour hand (PI 2. picture V. provided below) and minute 
hand (PI 3) connected substantially at a center of thereof: a rotatable bezel,(P15) 
connected to said watch face (PI 4); and means for rotating said rotatable bezel (said 
bezel is rotated by the means of the user), wherein said rotating means rotates said 
rotatable bezel about said watch face to increase the visual attractiveness of said watch 
face (functional language fails to distinguish structure over Yang.) 

Yang does not disclose a second hand. 
Naikaido discloses a second hand (P8 picture IV.) 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
include Naikaido's second hand on Yang's watch. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow the watch to be used 
to measure periods of time less than a minute. 
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P10, vtfristband 



22. With respect to claim 16 Yang in View of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 1 , wherein said watch face is connected to a watch band (P10) 
for wearing on the wrist. 
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23. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yang 
(US 6565253) in view of Naikaido (US 3810354) in further view of Yang (US 6565253,) 

24. With respect to claim 13 Yang in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 1 . Yang does not disclose wherein his invention has a 
disconnect button for selectively releasing said rotatable bezel from said rotating 
means. However, Yang does disclose wherein his invention has a disconnect for the 
light (column 3 lines 3-5.) 

Blair discloses a mechanically driven rotating bezel. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine Blair's mechanically driven bezel with Yang's rotating bezel so that the lights 
attached thereto could be used to illuminate the entire rotational area around the watch. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to enable the lights on the 
rotating bezel to illuminate more of the area around the watch. 

It would also be obvious at the time of the invention to one skilled in the art to 
add the additional function of disengaging the rotating bezel from the rotation means 
(wherein rotational means are now mechanically driven) to the disengagement button. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to prevent the bezel from 
rotating when its primary function (the light) was disengaged. This would save energy 
and extend battery life. 

25. Claims 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Blair (US 246061 ) in view of Naikaido (US 381 0354) further in view of Frank (US 
4435795.) 
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26. With respect to claim 10 Blair in view of Naikaido discloses the rotating bezel 
watch as recited in claim 8, wherein second hand gear is connected to an independent 
gear with a gear ratio less than the gear ratio of said second hand gear. Blair does not 
disclose wherein the gear ratio of the independent gear is greater than the gear ratio of 
said second hand. 

Frank discloses a rotating bezel that rotates at a different rate than in Blair's, due 
to a different gear ratio. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to adjust the gear ratio to 
achieve a desired rotation of the bezel for instance one that was lower than that for the 
second gear. The result being that the bezel would rotate faster than second hand. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow different time periods 
to be present on the bezel. 

27. With respect to claim 12 Blair discloses the rotating bezel watch as recited in 
claim 8, wherein second hand gear is connected to said independent gear with a gear 
ratio less than the gear ratio of said second hand gear. Blair does not disclose wherein 
the gear ratio of the independent gear is equal to that of the second hand gear, 

Frank discloses a rotating bezel that rotates at a different rate than in Blair's, due 
to a different gear ratio. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to adjust the gear ratio to 
achieve a desired rotation of the bezel for instance one that was equal than that for the 
second gear. The result being that the bezel would rotate at the same speed as the 
second hand. 
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The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow different time periods 
to be present on the bezel. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Kayes whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8931 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on (571)272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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